






STATE OF CONNECTICUT - JUDICIAL BRANCH
STATEWIDE GRIEVANCE COMMITTEE

)
IN THE MATTER OF: )
PAUL J. MANAFORT, JR.,  )  

    Respondent   )
                                                                        )

COMPLAINT AGAINST AN ATTORNEY

I.  INTRODUCTION

1. This is a complaint against Paul J. Manafort, Jr. (“Manafort”).  On information and belief,
Manafort keeps a residence at 10 Saint James Drive, West Palm Beach, Florida  33418
and he maintains a business and/or residence at 601 North Fairfax Street, Apt 405,
Alexandria, Virginia 22314-2079.  He also owns properties in New York City.

  
2. Manafort is licensed to practice law in Connecticut and is subject to the disciplinary

authority this jurisdiction.   Manafort’s Connecticut Juris Number is 372818.  Manafort is
also admitted to the bar of the District of Columbia and the United States Court of
Appeals for the District of Columbia.

3. From at least 2005 to the present, and on other dates, Manafort engaged in unethical and
illegal conduct that make him unfit to practice law.  He has done damage to the processes
of government by illegally concealing his efforts to advance the interests of foreign and
autocratic governments. He has engaged in unethical and illegal acts by accepting
millions of dollars in payments that he knew or should have known were stolen or
illegally obtained from the people of Ukraine or others. He engaged in unethical and
illegal acts by failing to return stolen or misappropriated funds when he knew that they
were stolen or illegally obtained and that the government of Ukraine was investigating the
theft of those funds.  He engaged in deceptive, unethical and illegal acts intended to
conceal the origins of funds that were stolen or illegally obtained from the people of
Ukraine and others. He engaged in unethical and illegal acts when he made false
statements in an effort to cover up these activities.

4. Manafort has violated the Connecticut Rules of Professional Conduct, including, but not
limited to, Rules 8.4(2), 8.4(3), 8.4(4) and 8.4(5).  Over an extended period of time he has
abused his license to practice law and his superior knowledge of the law.  Manafort’s
license to practice law in Connecticut aids him in pursuing unethical and illegal activities
by cloaking him with the prestige of the legal profession.  In order to maintain the
integrity of the legal profession, it is necessary to revoke his license to practice law.



II. FACTS

5. Beginning at least as early as 2006, Manafort acted as an unregistered agent and lobbyist
for the Putin regime in Russia.   Manafort wrote a memo to Russian oligarch Oleg
Deripaska (“Deripaska”) that outlined a plan for him to promote Russian interests in the
former Soviet republics, to undermine anti-Russia opposition in the United States, and to
benefit the Putin government.1 2 3 In the memo, Manafort stated: "We are now of the
belief that this model can greatly benefit the Putin Government if employed at the correct
levels with the appropriate commitment to success."  In 2006, Manafort signed a $10
million yearly contract with Deripaska to carry this plan into action. 

6. Deripaska is one of the richest people in Russia.  He is allied with and works in
conjunction with Putin and his corrupt government.  Putin is an autocrat.  The Putin
regime has established a system of institutionalized corruption and graft that pervades the
government and economy.  It has been accurately described as a kleptocracy.  Deripaska
is an active participant in this criminal enterprise.  Deripaska was described in U.S.
diplomatic cables from 2006 as "one of 2-3 oligarchs Putin turns to on a regular basis." 
Deripaska was denied visas to the United States for many years because of his
associations with several Russians involved in organized crime, including Anton
Malevsky, head of the notorious Ismailovskaya Brotherhood. Others of his associates
were involved in the so-called Aluminium Wars during the mid-1990s which resulted in
dozens of killings. 

7. The Foreign Agents Registration Act, 22 U.S.C. § 611 et. seq., (“FARA”) requires
individuals acting for political purposes on behalf of or in cooperation with a foreign
government to register with the Justice Department and to publicly disclose their
identities, activities and financial information.  The purpose is to facilitate evaluation by
the government and the American people of the statements and activities of such persons. 

1 Chapell, Bill, Former Trump Campaign Head Manafort Was Paid Millions By A Putin
Ally, AP Says http://www.npr.org/sections/thetwo-way/2017/03/22/521088772/former-trump
-campaign-head-manafort-was-paid-millions-by-a-putin-ally-ap-says

2 Associated Press, AP Exclusive: Before Trump job, Manafort worked to aid Putin,
https://apnews.com/122ae0b5848345faa88108a03de40c5a

3 Donald Trump and Deripaska shared the same N.Y. attorney, Marc Kasowitz.  
Kasowitz represented Trump in a wide range of litigation matters for over 15 years.  Kasowitz
currently represents a company, Veleron, that is wholly owned by Deripaska.  The relationships
between Kasowitz, Deripaska, Trump and Manafort are potential links between the Trump
campaign and Russia that are presently under investigation.  It is a plausible theory that these
individuals facilitated collusion between the Trump campaign and Russia to influence the
election. If Manafort so colluded, then his actions in that regard were unethical and criminal.
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Willfully failing to register is a felony and can result in up to five years in prison and a
fine of up to $250,000.   There is probable cause to believe that Manafort willfully failed
to properly register and disclose his activities as a foreign agent of Russia with the Justice
Department from at least 2006 to the present.  Manafort’s concealment of his activities as
a foreign agent and violation of FARA was dishonest and deceitful and it adversely
reflects on his fitness and trustworthiness as a lawyer.

8. From 2007 until at least 2012, Manafort acted as an foreign agent, lobbyist and political
consultant for Viktor F. Yanukovych (hereinafter “Yanukovych”), the former President of
Ukraine, for the Party of Regions, Yanukovych’s pro-Russian Ukrainian Party, and for
their agents and employees. Yanukovych held office from February 25, 2010 until
February 22, 2014. Manafort acted as an foreign agent and lobbyist for Yanukovych. 
Manafort failed to register as a foreign agent of Ukraine in violation of FARA.4 
Manafort’s failure to register as a foreign agent was dishonest and criminal and adversely
reflects on his trustworthiness and fitness to practice law.

9. After Yanukovych left office, Ukrainian government investigators, working for Ukraine’s
National Anti-Corruption Bureau, conducted an investigation of a corrupt network used
by Yanukovych and the Party of Regions to steal assets of the Ukraine government and to
improperly influence elections during Yanukovych’s administration.

10. The National Anti-Corruption Bureau obtained secret ledgers after Yanukovych left
office.  These ledgers have become known as the “black ledgers.”  They made reference
to payments made from money that was stolen from the government of Ukraine by the
Party of Regions or was otherwise illegally obtained.

11. Taras V. Chornovil, a former leader in the Party of Regions, has confirmed that the Party
of Regions headquarters held two safes stuffed with $100 bills, and that cash was used for
off-the-books activity.  Exhibit “A.”

12. On November 19, 2009, The Kiev Post published an article reporting that Manafort’s
company, in filings with the United States Department of Justice, reported receiving
$63,750 from the Party of Regions in the six month period ending in March 31, 2008. 
The article provides confirmation that Manafort received income from the Party of

4 On April 13, 2017, it was widely reported in the news media that Manafort will
belatedly register as a foreign agent of Ukraine.
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Regions.   This evidence contributes to the probable cause to conclude that Manafort and
his companies under-reported the amount of money received from the Party of Regions in
their federal tax returns and in required filings with the Department of Justice.5  Exhibit
“C,” attached hereto.

13. The black ledgers  contain twenty two (22) separate references to cash payments made to
Mr. Manafort between 2007 and 2012. The payments recorded in the ledgers amount to
$12.7 million, according to Ukrainian government officials in the Anti-Corruption Bureau
and according to copies of the ledgers provided to the news media.6 Exhibit “A,” attached
hereto.  

14. In August 2016, while he was chairman of Donald Trump’s campaign to be President of
the United States, Manafort denied ever working for the governments of Ukraine or
Russia.  He also denied receiving the cash payments from the Party of Regions, stating: 
“The suggestion that I accepted cash payments is unfounded, silly and nonsensical.”7 
See, Exhibit “B,” attached hereto.  Manafort’s false, dishonest and misleading statements
were made for the purpose of concealing his illegal and criminal activities and they
adversely reflect on his trustworthiness and fitness to practice law.

15. In April of 2017, the Associated Press reported on newly obtained financial records that
confirmed that Manafort’s consulting firm received at least $1.2 million in payments of
the stolen funds listed in the black ledgers.8  See AP report, attached hereto as Exhibit
“E.”  Manafort has made statements that basically confirm his receipt of these funds.

5 Alina Pastukhova and Kateryna Grushenko, Paid advisers descend on candidates,
nation, Kyiv Post, November 19, 2009  
https://web.archive.org/web/20091124072239/http://www.kyivpost.com/news/politics/detail/532
51/

6 Andrew E. Kramer, Mike Mcintire and Barry Meier, Secret Ledger in Ukraine Lists
Cash for Donald Trump’s Campaign Chief, New York Times, August 14, 2016
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/08/15/us/politics/paul-manafort-ukraine-donald-trump.html?_r=0

7 Alan Rappeport, Trump Campaign and Its Chief, Paul Manafort, Try to Move Past
Ukraine Report, New York Times, August 15, 2016, 
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/08/16/us/politics/trump-campaign-paul-manafort-ukraine-cash-pa
yments-russia.html

8 Gillum, Jack, et al, AP Exclusive: Manafort firm received Ukraine ledger payout,
http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/U/US_TRUMP_RUSSIA_MANAFORT?SITE=AP&SECTI
ON=HOME&TEMPLATE=DEFAULT, April 12, 2017, 
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16. There is probable cause to establish that Manafort knowingly received payments of stolen
funds or illegally derived funds totaling $12.7 million based on the numerous references
to different cash payments to him contained in the ledgers, the lack of any substantial
reason to falsely list Manafort in the ledgers at the time they were seized or before that
time, and Manafort’s aid and assistance to Yanukovych and the Party of Nations at times
when their criminal activities and corruption were obvious and widely reported. 
Manafort’s activities in receiving stolen money involved dishonest and fraudulent
conduct and criminal activity that adversely reflect on his trustworthiness and fitness to
practice law.

17. There is strong reason to suspect that Manafort has been involved in illegal money
laundering.  Cyprus is an island nation in the eastern Mediterranean.  Cypriot banks have
a long history of laundering illegal money from Russians involved with corruption and
criminality.  In 2012, the Cyprus Popular Bank investigated several accounts tied to
Manafort for possible money laundering.  At least one, of about 15 accounts associated
with Manafort in Cyprus, was used to take in millions of dollars from Deripaska. 
Transactions from some of those accounts raised enough concern for the bank to open an
internal investigation for potential money laundering.   Shortly after Manafort learned of
the probe, he closed the accounts.  Manafort has an expertise in using offshore accounts
and banking secrecy laws in Cyprus and in the Cayman Islands to conceal financial
transactions.9   See, AP Report, attached hereto as Exhibit “F.”

18. Manafort’s close association with individual criminals, his business relationships with
organized crime groups, his participation in schemes to use shell corporations, his
suspicious use of offshore entities, his atypical use of cash transactions, his peculiar
practice of maintaining of numerous bank accounts, his suspicious use of tax havens
together with the other criminal acts described herein provide reasonable grounds to
believe Manafort has engaged in additional fraudulent and criminal activities including,
but not limited to, tax evasion, wire fraud, money laundering and racketeering.  See
Exhibit “G,” attached hereto, where NBC news describes Manafort’s suspicious use of
limited liability companies to make cash purchases of multi-million dollar properties in
New York, and to then borrow millions of dollars against the very same properties.  For
one property, loans of $6.6 million exceeded the value of the property.  The loans for this

9 Aggelos Petropoulos and Richard Engel, Manafort-Linked Accounts on Cyprus Raised
Red Flag, NBC News, March 29, 2016, http://www.nbcnews.com/news/world/manafort-linked-
accounts-cyprus-raised-red-flag-n739156
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property were obtained from the Federal Savings Bank.  The CEO of Federal Savings
Bank was a campaign supporter of Donald Trump and is a member of Trump's Economic
Advisory Council.10

COUNT 1

COMMISSION OF CRIMINAL ACTS

19. The allegations in the preceding paragraphs are incorporated by reference as if fully set
forth herein.

20. Connecticut Rules of Professional Conduct, Rule 8.4(2) provides that it is unethical for a
lawyer to “[c]ommit a criminal act that reflects adversely on the lawyer's honesty,
trustworthiness or fitness as a lawyer in other respects.”

21. By engaging in criminal acts identified in this complaint and by engaging in other
criminal acts that are related to the events identified in this complaint, Manafort violated
Connecticut Rules of Professional Conduct 8.4(2).

COUNT 2
DISHONESTY, FRAUD, DECEIT OR MISREPRESENTATION

22. The allegations in the preceding paragraphs are incorporated by reference as if fully set
forth herein.

23. Connecticut Rules of Professional Conduct, Rule 8.4(3) provides that it is unethical for a
lawyer to “[e]ngage in conduct involving dishonesty, fraud, deceit or misrepresentation.”

24. By engaging in dishonest, fraudulent, deceitful and misleading conduct identified in this
complaint and in related dishonest conduct, Manafort violated Connecticut Rules of
Professional Conduct 8.4(3).

COUNT 3

STATING AND IMPLYING ABILITY TO IMPROPERLY 
INFLUENCE GOVERNMENT AGENCIES AND OFFICIALS

10 Dayen, David, Former Trump Campaign Manager Paul Manafort Took Out $19
Million in Puzzling Real Estate Loans, The Intercept, (February 24, 2017)
https://theintercept.com/2017/02/24/former-trump-campaign-manager-paul-manafort-took-out-19
-million-in-puzzling-real-estate-loans/.
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25. The allegations in the preceding paragraphs are incorporated by reference as if fully set
forth herein.

26. Connecticut Rules of Professional Conduct, Rule 8.4(5) provides that it is unethical for a
lawyer to “[s]tate or imply an ability to influence improperly a government agency or
official or to achieve results by means that violate the Rules of Professional Conduct or
other law.”

27. By engaging in lobbying and other activities as an unregistered foreign agent, by
conspiring to aid criminal enterprises in carrying out those activities, and by using
unlawful means to carry out those activities, Manafort violated Connecticut Rules of
Professional Conduct 8.4(5).

COUNT 4

OTHER ETHICAL VIOLATIONS

28. The allegations in the preceding paragraphs are incorporated by reference as if fully set
forth herein.

29. It is likely that Manafort violated other provisions of the Connecticut Rules of
Professional Conduct, including but not limited to Rules 4.1(1), 4.1(2) and 8.3.

WHEREFORE, the complainant respectfully requests:  1) that the Office of Chief
Disciplinary Counsel and Bar Counsel fully investigate and prosecute the above complaint, 2)
that the Statewide Grievance Committee, the reviewing committee and the judicial branch take
appropriate action to discipline Paul J. Manafort, Jr..

Respectfully submitted,

                                             
J. Whitfield Larrabee
Law Office of J. Whitfield Larrabee  
251 Harvard Street, Suite 9
Brookline, MA 02446
jwlarrabee@verizon.net
(617) 566-3670
BBO # 553499
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE AND FILING

I, J. Whitfield Larrabee, hereby certify that on April 17, 2017, I filed an original of this
complaint and form FORM JD-GC-6, together with six copies, by mailing the same to Statewide
Bar Counsel, Statewide Grievance Committee, 287 Main Street, 2nd Floor, Suite 2, East
Hartford, CT 06118-1885.

                                             
J. Whitfield Larrabee
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